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Single-Action Door Locks

The California Fire Code requires that all buildings used for the care of more than six
children or adults shall be equipped with exit door hardware that can be opened from
the inside without the use of a key or special knowledge or effort.

For licensed child day care facilities and homes used for the care of adults, the exterior

doors must have locksets that allow anyone inside the building to exit using only one
action.
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The locksets that satisfy this requirement are referred to as “Single-Action” hardware,
but are also called “Classroom Locks” or “Storeroom Locks”. Whatever term a
manufacturer calls it, the hardware is designed to provide emergency egress, even if the
door is locked, by turning the knob or lever and not having to use a key or any additional
action to unlock the door. Locksets are available with connected deadbolts, so that
when the inside knob or lever is turned, the deadbolt will also retract and allow exit.
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While these types of locks are not the most commonly sold, they are available from
most hardware manufacturers and can be found at reasonable prices.

If you have any questions regarding single-action locks or any other fire or life safety concerns, please contact
the Kern County Fire Department, Fire Prevention Unit at (661) 391-3310
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El cédigo de incendios del estado de California exige que todos los edificios usados para
el cuidado de 10 o mas personas, deberan ser equipados con cerraduras que pueden
ser abiertas desde el interior sin usar llave, esfuerzo, o tener conocimiento especial en
las puertas de salida.

Las facilidades para cuidado de nifios o casas usadas para el cuidado de adultos deben
de contar con una cerradura que permite a cualquier persona dentro del edificio abrir la
cerradura con una sola accion.
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Las cerraduras que satisfacen este requisito son mejor conocidas como “SINGLE
ACTION” pero también se conocen como “CLASS ROOM LOCKS” o "STORE ROOM
LOCKS” o cualquier termino que el fabricante les llamé, las cerraduras estan disefiadas
para permitir la salida de emergencia incluso si la puerta esta cerrada con llave, girando
la perilla o la palanca sin usar llave o cualquier accién adicional para abrir la cerradura.
Las cerraduras son disponibles con cerrojos conectados de manera que cuando la perilla
interior o palanca es activada, el cerrojo también se retrae y permite la salida.
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