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Residential Fire Sprinkler Inspection Information 

As part of our Residential Fire Sprinkler Plan Review, an inspector will conduct two 
inspections during installation. The first inspection is called a "pre-concealment" or "rough" 
inspection. The second inspection is a final. A "Bucket Test" is performed during one of the 
aforementioned inspections, preferably during the pre-concealment. Detailed below are 
inspection points that are covered during the inspections, as well as, a diagram of a Bucket 
Test set up. 

Pre-concealment (rough inspection) 
1. Installer has obtained approved plans and permit
2. Underground piping flushed prior to connection at riser by the installer.

Installer to counter sign permit before release.
3. A single water supply control valve arranged to shut off both the fire sprinkler

system AND the domestic system. The meter shall be installed prior to the
bucket test.

4. Sprinkler system must have a drain located on the system side of the control
valve

5. Sprinklers shall be installed in all areas of the dwelling unit, attached garages,
carports with living spaces above it and directly above fuel fired equipment in
any concealed space (HVAC units in attic). CPVC piping for these attic units
must be insulated from the head to the point where the pipe rises out of attic
insulation.

6. Exceptions:
a. Attic or crawl spaces not normally occupied or used for storage
b. Clothes closets, linen closets and pantries not exceeding 24 square feet

with the least dimension not exceeding 3 feet
c. Bathrooms not exceeding 55 square feet
d. Porches without living quarters over it

7. Sprinkler spacing conforms to approved plans
a. At no time shall a sprinkler head exceed 10 feet from any wall
b. Minimum 8 feet between sprinkler heads

8. Installed sprinkler heads match those shown on approved plans/cut sheets
9. Fire sprinkler pipe and fittings to be UL listed CPVC or UL listed PEX Zurn

pipe.
Note: CPVC shall not be used in exposed/outdoor locations 

10. Above ground pipe shall be secured against movement per approved plans
11. Confirm pipe size to determine maximum hanger spacing
12. The Bucket Test (See separate notes and Figure 1) will be conducted in the

most remote multi-head area (recommended but optional)
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