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Permit Requirements 
Outdoor Assembly Event 

Kern County Fire Department 
Office of the Fire Marshal ~ Fire Prevention 

2820 M St. ~ Bakersfield, CA 93301 
Telephone (661) 391-3310 ~ Fax (661) 636-0466/67 

Website: kerncountyfire.org  
Email: fireprevention@kerncountyfire.org 

 
Please include completed Application for Permit (KCFD 200) with submittal 

Fee Amount: $290.00, $145.00 an hour beyond the first two hours. 
Fee Code: 2.16 

SYNOPSIS 

Under certain circumstances, the Ordinance Code of the County of Kern, 17.32.018 Section 105.6.16, for 
outdoor gatherings and events, requires a permit. All applicants SHALL follow California Fire Code Chapter 
31 section 3106 subsections 3106.1-3106.6.3. Upon application for a permit, a site plan is required. The site 
plan must include, but is not limited to fire lanes, aisles, position of booths/vendors, camping areas, rides, 
buildings, parking areas, cooking areas, generators, exits, exit ways, fire extinguishers, and seating 
arrangements. Tent use may require a separate permit and/or submission of a specific floor plan. All required 
distances shall be indicated on the site plan. Permits shall be obtained and all requirements completed prior to 
a fire inspection. 

DEFINITIONS 

Outdoor Assembly – The gathering of 1000 or more persons for such purposes as deliberation, education, 
instruction, worship, entertainment, amusement, drinking, dining, or awaiting transportation. 

Tent - A structure, enclosure or shelter, with or without sidewalls or drops, constructed of fabric or pliable 
material supported by any manner except by air or the contents it protects. 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

1) Application w/ application fee ($290) 
2) Detailed site plan 

a) Identifying general dimensions  
b) Location of exits  
c) Location of vendors  
d) Other pertinent structures or rides 

3) Public Safety Plan  
a) Emergency vehicle ingress and egress. 
b) Fire protection (extinguisher locations)  
c) Emergency egress plan (identify emergency exits and paths of travel to them)  
d) Emergency medical services (if none provided on site, state Fire Department 911)  
e) The directing of both attendees and vehicles, including parking of vehicles. 
f) Law Enforcement presence (if no extra - state normal staffing)  
g) Number and identity of Crowd Managers, training for crowd managers shall be approved. 
h) Number and identity of Fire Watch personnel [when required]  
i) Weather monitoring official.  
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SITE REQUIREMENTS 

A. Seat Stability CFC 1029.15 – Loose seats or folding chairs in quantities more than 200 shall be 
bonded together in groups of three or more when used for other than dining purposes.  

B. Number of Exits 2015 NFPA 101-12.2.4.4 – All fenced outdoor assembly areas shall have not less 
than two widely separated means of egress from the enclosure. And clearly marked as exits. Areas 
where the occupant load is more than 6,000 but less than 9,000 shall be served by not less than three 
means of egress, and areas where the occupant load is greater than 9,000 shall be served by not less 
than four means of egress. The factor for determining occupant load shall be seven square feet per 
person.  

C. Means of Egress Continuity CFC 1003.6 – The path of egress travel along a means of egress shall 
not be interrupted by any building element other than a means of egress component as specified in 
Chapter 1003. Obstructions shall not be placed in the required width of a means of egress except 
projections permitted by Chapter 10. The required capacity of a means of egress system shall not be 
diminished along the path of egress travel. 

D. Crowd Managers CFC 3106.4.3 – Crowd managers for gatherings exceeding 1,000 people. Where 
facilities or events involve a gathering of more than 1,000 people. The minimum number of crowd 
managers shall be established at a ratio of one crowd manager for every 250 persons. Where approved 
by the fire code official, the number of crowd managers shall be permitted to be reduced where the 
facility is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system or based upon the nature of 
the event. The duties of crowd managers shall include, but not be limited to: Conduct an inspection of 
the area of responsibility and identify and address any egress barriers, conduct an inspection of the 
area of responsibility to identify and mitigate any fire hazards, verify compliance with all permit 
conditions, including those governing pyrotechnics and other special effects, direct and assist the event 
attendees in evacuation during an emergency, assist emergency response personnel where requested, 
and other duties required by the fire code official or as specified in the fire safety plan. 

E. Portable Fire Extinguishers CFC 3106.4.4 – Fire extinguishers shall be located throughout the event. 
 Maximum travel distance from any point within the event to a portable fire extinguisher shall not exceed 
 75 feet.  
F. Class K Portable Fire Extinguishers CFC 906.4 – Concession stands or vendors with cooking 
 operations that include deep fat fryers shall provide a Class K wet chemical extinguisher. A minimum 
 2A:10BC fire extinguisher shall also be provided.  
G. Cooking appliances or devices CFC 3106.5 – Outdoor assembly events with concession stands or 
 booths using cooking appliances that produce sparks or grease laden vapors shall not be used within 
 20 feet of a tent or temporary structure. 
H. Cooking Tents - Designated cooking tents, not occupied by the public, shall be approved by the fire 
 code official. A noncombustible lid shall be immediately available. The lid shall be of sufficient size to 
 cover the cooking well completely.  Concession stands or vendors with cooking operations that  include 
 deep fat fryers shall provide a Class K wet chemical extinguisher. A minimum 2A:10BC fire 
 extinguisher shall also be provided.  
I. Stages - Portable Fire Extinguishers - All stages shall have access to a minimum 2A10BC fire 
 extinguisher within 75 feet of travel distance.  
J. Generators – Use of portable generators by participants in camping areas is strictly prohibited. 
 Generator sets that are factory installed in travel trailers, RV’s, etc. shall not be operated within 20 feet 
 of tents or other sleeping areas. Each generator or generator area shall be provided with at least one 
 fire extinguisher with a rating of not less than 2A:10BC.  

All electrical wiring shall be installed and compliant with the California Electrical Code, this 
includes the use of extension cords. Temporary power cords shall not be affixed to structures, 
extended through walls, or subject to environmental or physical damage. Cords must be 
secured to prevent a tripping hazard. Large diameter cords must be provided with cord bridges 



 
Outdoor Assembly Event 

Page 3 of 4                                                             Permit Requirements                                                            AR 1/2021 

or ramps to facilitate the crossing of wheelchairs, strollers, and similar wheeled equipment. 
 

FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS/ROADS 

A. Dimensions KCO 17.32.038 – Fire apparatus access SHALL be provided and have an unobstructed 
width of not less than 20 feet exclusive of shoulders, except approved security gates in accordance with 
Section 503.6 and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 15 feet. Alternate means of 
access or reduced clearances may be approved by the Fire Marshal. 

 
 

 
B. Access CFC 503 – Approved fire apparatus access/roads SHALL be provided such that they are 

within 150 walking feet of all portions of the area of assembly. Increases can be authorized on a case 
by case basis. 

C. Secured Gates and Barricades – When required, gates and barricades SHALL be secured in an 
approved manner. Roads, trails, and other access ways that have been closed and obstructed in the 
manner prescribed by Section 503.5 SHALL not be trespassed on or used unless authorized by the fire 
code official.  

D. Obstruction of Fire Apparatus Access Roads – Fire apparatus access roads SHALL not be 
obstructed in any manner, including parking of vehicles. Minimum road widths shall be maintained 
unless approved by the fire code official.  

E. Obstruction CFC 503.4 and CA Vehicle Code 22514 – Posts, fences, vehicles, growth, trash, storage 
and other materials or objects shall not be placed within 15 feet of fire hydrants, fire department inlet 
connections or fire protection system control valves in a manner that would prevent such equipment or 
fire hydrants from being immediately discernible. The fire department shall not be deterred or hindered 
from gaining immediate access to fire protection equipment and hydrants.  

 

TENTS AND TEMPORARY STRUCTURES. 

A. Permit - A permit is required for the use and/or display of tents and membrane structures in excess of 
400 square feet. Exception: Tents open on all sides up to 700 square feet with all of the following. 
a. A minimum clearance of 12 feet to all structures and other tents. 
b. The aggregate area of multiple tents placed side by side without a fire break clearance of 12 feet, 

not exceeding 700 square feet total. 
B. Locations CFC 3105.8 – Temporary special event structures shall be located a distance from property 

lines and buildings.  
C. Flame Propagation Performance Treatment CFC 3104.4 – Before a permit is granted, the owner or 

agent shall file with the fire code official a certificate executed by an approved testing laboratory 
certifying that the tents and membrane structures and their appurtenances; sidewalls, drops and 
tarpaulins; floor coverings, bunting and combustible decorative materials and effects, including sawdust 
where used on floors or passageways, are flame resistant in accordance with the provisions set forth in 
CCR, Title 19, Division 1, Chapter 8. Tops and sidewalls shall be made either from fabric which has 
been flame resistant treated with an approved exterior chemical process by an approved application 
concern, or from inherently flame resistant fabric approved and listed by the State Fire Marshal (see 
CCR, Title 19, Division 1, Chapter 8). 

D. Label CFC 3104.3 – Membrane structures or tents shall have a permanently affixed label bearing the 
identification of size and fabric or material type. 

E. Combustible materials CFC 3106.4.6 – Hay, straw, shavings or similar combustible materials shall 
not be located within any tent or membrane structure containing an assembly occupancy, except the 
materials necessary for the daily feeding and care of animals. Sawdust and shavings utilized for a 
public performance or exhibit shall not be prohibited provided the sawdust and shavings are kept damp. 
Combustible material shall not be permitted under stands or seats at any time. 

F. Portable Fire Extinguishers CFC 3104.12 & 906 - Portable fire extinguishers are required to be 
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located such that travel from any point in the tent or temporary membrane structure to a fire 
extinguisher does not exceed 75 feet. Fire extinguishers are to have a minimum rating of 2A:10BC and 
be permanently mounted on a support member. (See CFC 3104.12 for exact regulations, Title 19, 
Division 1, Chapter 2, Article 2, Section 319) 

G. Occupant Load Factors CFC 3106.3.1 - The maximum occupant load of the tent or membrane 
structure is to be determined by the fire department in accordance with the occupant load limits for 
assembly occupancies. 

H. Means and Maintenance of Egress - Exits shall be spaced at approximately equal intervals around 
the perimeter and shall be located such that all points are 100 feet or less from an exit. There shall be 
at least one exit and not less than the number of exits required by Table 3103.12.2. Exit openings from 
tents shall remain open unless covered by a flame-resistant curtain that is free sliding on a metal 
support located a minimum of 8 feet above the floor and arranged such that no part of the curtain 
obstructs the exit. Exit curtains shall be of a color that contrasts with the color of the tent. Exit doors 
shall swing in the direction of exit travel. Exit width and access shall be maintained to a public way. 
(CFC 3103.12.3) 

I. Exit signs & Emergency Illumination CFC 3103.12.6 to 3103.12.8 – Exits SHALL be clearly marked. 
Exit signs SHALL be installed at required exit doorways and where otherwise necessary to indicate 
clearly the direction of egress when the exit serves an occupant load of 50 or more. Means of egress 
illumination SHALL be provided. Power for these devices SHALL be provided from two separate 
circuits, one of which SHALL be separate from all other circuits for occupant loads of 300 or less. 
a. For occupancy loads in excess of 300, an emergency power source SHALL be provided by 

batteries, on-site generator, etc. 
J. Smoking CFC 3106.4.5 - Smoking SHALL be permitted only in designated areas. Other areas shall 

have approved “NO SMOKING” signs conspicuously posted. Smoking is prohibited in membrane 
structures and tents or in adjacent areas where hay, straw, sawdust, or other combustible materials are 
stored or used. 

K. Open or Exposed Flame CFC 3104.7 – Open Flame or other devices emitting flame, fire or heat or 
any flammable or combustible liquid, gas, charcoal or other cooking device or any other unapproved 
devices SHALL not be permitted inside or located within 20 feet of the tent or membrane structures 
while open to the public unless approved by the fire code official. 

L. Heating and Cooking Equipment CFC 3107.12 - Cooking and heating equipment SHALL be vented 
to the outside air by approved means. Vents and flues shall be a minimum of 12 inches from sides and 
tops of tents and temporary membrane structures. Cooking and heating equipment SHALL not be 
located within 10 feet of an exit or combustible material. Tents where cooking is performed SHALL be 
separated from membrane structures, other tents by a minimum of 20 feet. Outdoor cooking that 
produces sparks or grease-laden vapors SHALL be at least 20 feet from tents and membrane 
structures. The warming of previously prepared food is not considered to be cooking and is exempt 
from these requirements. 

M. Flammable & Combustible Liquids CFC 3107.14.1- Flammable-liquid-fueled equipment SHALL not 
be used in tents and temporary membrane structures. Flammable and combustible liquids shall be 
stored outside in an approved manner not less than 50 feet from a tent or membrane structure. 

N. LPG CFC 3106.5.3 – The use of liquefied petroleum gas shall be in accordance with CFC Chapter 61.  
O. Separation of Generators - Generators and other internal combustion power sources SHALL be 

separated from tents and temporary membrane structures by a minimum of 20 feet and be isolated 
from contact with the public by fencing, enclosure or other approved means. 

P. Refueling, Flammable & Combustible Liquids CFC 3107.14.3 – Refueling shall be performed in an 
approved location not less than 20 feet from tents or membrane structures. 

Q. Fuel Storage CFC 3107.14.2 – Flammable and combustible liquids SHALL be stored outside in an 
approved manner not less than 50 feet (15 240mm) from tents or membrane structures. Storage 
SHALL be in accordance with CFC Chapter 57. 

 


